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“ --J^oni ;^«iirs Sw^ce» '* ij 

, official Soviet news f agency Tass- yesterday 
labeled the. mass suicide of hundreds of r Americans 
■■ uv' the GuyMe^*- jungle settlement, of Johe^own':. a 
symptom of the “American way of life.” Other foreign 
press- cbjnmentary reflected that vifew, linking;, the 
tragedy to social alienatibii and - the emergence of 
religious fanaticism in the'United StateSj^?'’.-; -v 
J Le--1^6nde of Paris, liowever, said the mass suicide 
was “Uferally un-American” and wiild' only have 


. Saturday' after several’ cult members ' attached '.'aijd 
killed Rep. Leo Ryan (D-Calif.) and four other per- 
sons who were visiting the group’s Jonestown setfle- 
.taent. ; - ' 

;■ The Stockholm Dagens Nyheter said that, foilowing 
the social protests of the 1960s, “drugs, ex&eme re-! 
Ugiousness and . . . sexual experiments’! have marked’ 
the 70s, and that in, the hunt’ for new happenings 
death becomes the last absolute trip.” , - 4 

Tokyo’s Malnichi Shimbun -said , blacks and’ other 
poor groups were susceptible to Jones “brainwashing” 
because they were disappointed by the'^tclosed and- ex- i 
elusive . . . American society.” j}.!,- ' ;..i ■ ,. 

., coverage of the events, Tass said, “aVoidk 

the fundamental question of why the Peoples Teiiple’ 
and many similar religious sects exist in the United ’ 
Statea” 



